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PRESIDING BISHOP CONDUCTS SAINTS PILGRIMAGE 


After the fiscal work of the General Assembly 
was completed, Bishop Louis H. Ford invited the 
delegates to go on a pilgrimage. Of course, his 
destination was Lexington, Mississippi to preview 
the opening of the new Deborah Mason Patterson, 
Multi-Purpose Building. This coming September, 
the saints will dedicate the sanctuary and have the 
first official Mason Week celebration in the build- 
ing. Dr. Frank Ellis, chairman of the assembly, his 
staff and the nearly 600 delegates made the pil- 
grimage by bus. While in Lexington, each person 
was treated to a look at the building from top to 
bottom. They found that the structure was nearly 
95% finished. 

The entire General Board of Bishops made the 
pilgrimage and played host to the various special 
guests assembled. People came from around the 
Mississippi area to witness the occasion. The 
mayor of Lexington, Mississippi, Mrs. Fannie 


L to R. John Hoover, Plumbing Contractor, Marvin 
Williams, Electrical Contractor, Tony Rodgers, 
Building Contractor and Alex Howard, General 
Contractor 


GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
CONDUCTS APRIL 
MEETING 


April is a special month on the saints’ calendar 
of events. Again the saints journeyed to Memphis, 
Tennessee, to conduct the annual fiscal session. 
Certainly a lot of other items were on the agenda 
but this year’s collection of the national report was 
the primary goal. The reporting bishops proved to 
have all the enthusiasm necessary that made read- 
ing financial reports exciting. It seemed that most 
jurisdictions reported over their quotas. A record 
total of more than 3.2 million dollars were collect- 
ed. 

This year’s delegation was considerably small- 
er. In recent years elections have created record 
delegations. Bishop W. W. Hamilton, General 
Secretary of the Church had the registration 


Cothran gave words of great blessing. The busi- 
ness community was represented by Mr. William 
Ellis, president of Holmes County Bank. 
Greetings were given by the general leadership of 
the Church. Elder Solomon Williams, chairman of 
the National Pastors and Elder Council lauded the 
accomplishments of Presiding Bishop Ford. Elder 
Jerry Macklin, Superintendent of the International 
Sunday School Department spoke in behalf of the 
auxiliaries of the Church. Bishop W. L. Porter 
spoke of the struggle and how great this day is in 
our history. Mother Mattie McGlothen was absent 
but was represented by the Department of 
Women’s Hospitality Leader, Supervisor Freddie 
Bell. 

When Presiding Bishop Ford stood before the 
saints he looked out over the 1000 seat sanctuary 
and praised God. The beautifully decorated build- 
ing, featuring stained glass windows, natural 
woods, hanging lights and freshly painted walls is 
wonderful to behold. Bishop took time to intro- 


Dr. Frank joe 


Bishop Ford in new building. 


duce the persons who have labored closely with 
him to achieve the erecting of such a grand build- 
ing. He declared the building will be a cornerstone 
in his vision of a reopened Saints College. The 
Chief Apostle spoke of the purchase of the near by 
land and adjacent properties, and stated that the 
Church now has all available land in the immedi- 
ate campus area. After the bishop spoke warmly of 
the late fathers and mothers who pioneered the 
Church, he introduced some of the remaining pio- 
neers. 

When the celebration of the initial service was 
done, the Presiding Bishop invited the entire dele- 
gation downstairs for a meal. This was a historic 
gathering because the new dining area had never 
been used before. After all was said and done, the 
pilgrimage was well worth the trip. The saints 
went home with the news that our Deborah Mason 
Patterson Multi-Purpose Building was officially 
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situated and the assembly passsd through smoothly. 
His staff of registrars were ready and focused. 
Delegates were being registered even before the 
annual repast, which is hosted by Presiding Bishop 
Ford. The repast was a lovely affair of food and 
fellowship. The dining hall in Mason Temple was 
overflowing. The saints were greeted with words 
of encouragement from the officials of the Church. 
The night went well and each person left for their 
places of abode for the opening of the assembly 
the next morning eager to do business. 

Dr. Frank Ellis, the chief official of the assem- 
bly, asked for a timely conducted business meet- 
ing. The Vice Chairman, Bishop C. L. Sexton and 
the officers were ready and on time. Elder G. 
Wesley Hardy certified the house and the 1993 
Spring Call Meeting began. Dr. Ellis was his nor- 
mal deliberative self and gave the delegates a sense 
of order and business he hoped to achieve. The 
assembly started with Bishop W. W. Hamilton 
reading the minutes from the last meeting and the 


agenda was presented to the delegates. On the 
Continued on page 5 


EDITORIAL 
_ ANOTHER SEASON 


It is interesting how 
people mark time by var- 
ious events on the calen- 
dar. It seems that some 
people can live year 
round but remain 
unattached until a certain 

. event or season. For only 

then the mundane life 

ie becomes afresh and it is 

[aN worth living. Christians 

Dr. David Hall consider Sunday Morn- 

ing as special. We gather 

and celebrate Christ in fellowship and love. 

And, for members of the Church Of God In 

Christ, the Holy Convocation is the Super Bowl 

of our events. We annually look for this season 

of holy praise and saintly fellowship with 
friends. 

I was doing something the other day which 
made these thoughts crystalize in my mind. I 
was reading the sports page. I enjoy baseball! I 
annually follow the game by keeping up with 
the home runs, hits, errors, earned run averages 
and won/loss records of my favorite teams. The 
game is expanding with the addition of two new 
national league teams, the Colorado Rockies 
and the Florida Marlins. Now, for someone 
reading this editorial it is little more than read- 
ing extraneous dribble of a meaningless nature. 
Maybe that person asks who cares about base- 
ball? Wait! I do have something else to share. 

I do control my circumstances when it comes 
to baseball. I choose to watch a game or read a 
paper whenever I can find the time. Between 
church, family, business, writing and ministry, I 
hardily get to escape into that other season: 

occasional baseball game. While I was out 
driving the church bus, I noticed some great 


PHOTO OF THE MONTH 


anxieties on the part of certain men which were 
standing around. These were strong, healthy 
men and each had been standing there all day. For 
them life meant frustration and they live with 
being counted as nothing simply because they 
have nothing to do. Whereas, I work and strug- 
gle for a break in my schedule and these fellows 
have time on their hands all day. They are often 
measured as a man by the number of babies 
they have or if they do drugs, etc. These men 
are not in control of their lives and need 
another season. 

I usually give witness to this type of fellow 
and share the hope of Christ. Many times they 
don’t understand that faith in Jesus can make a 
difference. They hope to find another season 
and greater joy but without faith this remains 
impossible. Their season of meaningless wait- 
ing for better days, while underpaid, underedu- 
cated, and underachieving has cost too much 
and they are hurt. This is a sad reality of today’s 
world. Their season of anxiety never ends. 

As much as I love baseball, I would get tired 
if the season never came to an end. Surely, my 
wife Gloria would get tired of the game. In fact, 
she normally sees one baseball game a year: the 
last game of the world series. 

Surely there is a message in that. I can gath- 
er that these men are tired of the endless seasons 
of sin. Our purpose as saved individuals is to 
encourage people to trust God more, except his 
guidance and be confident of finding that better 
way. The book of Ecclesiastes reflects there is 
a time and season for everything. For many 
people the season is best stated in Ecclesiastes 
12:1 “Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them.” 


Those who 

| raise questions 
encountered 
the waiting 
committee. 
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Office 
of the 
firesiding 
Bishop 


Dear Saints: 


Holy greetings in the name of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Truly God has been 
good to us and He continues to grant us new 
mercies. 

I take this means to once again thank you 
for your prayers and continuous support of 
this administration and the ministries of this 
great Church. Through the unified efforts of 
the saints we will be able to witness and 
minister to the needs of mankind by 
providing educational facilities, homeless 
shelters and most importantly, sharing the 
Word of God. 

As I endeavor to carry out the assignment 
God has placed upon my heart for this 
Church, I ask for your prayers and encourage 
you to, likewise, allow the Lord to speak to 
your hearts and stir up the gift that is within 
you so that He may have free course in your 
life. 

May God abundantly bless you and smile 
upon you. 


Sincerely, 


XA Loi 
EHeFord 


Presiding Bishop 
Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 
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MISSION 
EVANGELISM 
BALTIMORE 


By 
Barachias Irons 


Dine. L. Battles Bishop C. L. Moody 


You are invited to attend the First Evangelist 
and Missions Convention of the Church Of God In 
Christ. The meeting will be held June 7-12, 1993 
at the Omni International Hotel in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

In this time of separatism, racism, cultism and 
ethnic cleansing, it is important that the Christian 
community exhibit a spirit of oneness to the world. 
As the world views us, we must show that we are 
a team working towards one goal. We must show 
we have a plan and we intend to follow it together. 
Thus during the week of June 7-12th the 
Departments of Evangelism and Missions will 
show the people of Baltimore their combined 
efforts of ministry. Dr. Battles and Bishop Moody 
have developed a cohesiveness that exudes unity: 
“A Winning Strategy For A Troubled World”, St. 
Matthew 28:19-20. Together these departments 
will work to bring souls into the kingdom of God. 

Each session will be a shared experience. There 
will be prayer daily at 7:30 a.m., seminars daily 
that teach and motivate attendees to work as evan- 
gelist missionaries. Noon day services will high- 
light the day activities, and in the evening inspira- 
tional services each night. 

Scheduled to share the word during the meeting 
are some of the Church Of God In Christ’s most 
dynamic speakers. Some are: Presiding Bishop 
L.H. Ford, Bishops George McKinney, and G. E. 
Patterson; Mother Rhetha Herdon, and many 
more. Bishop C. D. Owens, and Dr. Oliver Haney 
will speak at the Convention Banquet and 
Breakfast respectfully. Bishop Moody and Dr. 
Battles will be sharing throughout the course of 
the meeting. 

During this historical convention, time has been 
designated for outreach in the Baltimore commu- 
nity. Plans have been finalized for jail and hospi- 
tal visitation, worship service at the penal institu- 
tion, and a gigantic outdoor worship service. 

For registration, and hotel accommodation 
information, write to: Evangelist/Mission 
Convention ‘93 c/o Tony McClain P. O. Box 733 
Evanston, I] 60204 

or write: The International Missions Offices 
P.O. Box 320 Memphis, TN 38101 

or call: (708)328-3808; or (901)578-38 16. 

Come and be a part of this history making con- 
vention. 


TO 
ELDER FRANKLYN E. KNIGHT 


The Best Friend I’ve Ever Had 


By 
Barry Knight 


We laughed, we cried, we sang 
Forever I thought we would be 

I did not want to admit it 

But I knew you would be leaving me. 


The times we shared together 
Are the times that were so divine 
No one could have a friendship 
As great as yours and mine. 


Sometimes I would get in trouble 
And you would put me in my place 
And would yell, scream and holler 
And we would be friends in any case. 


I heard you were leaving me 

The thought became so complexed 
The thought of us not together 
Was something I could not accept. 


When I woke one morning you were gone 
And for some reason I did not cry 
I knew where you were going « And I knew exactly why. 


Your job was finished here 

And our friendship had to end 

I never got a chance to say thanks 
Just for being my friend. 


This person was a special friend 
For this person was my dad 
And forever he will remain 

The best friend I’ve ever had. 


The Late Elder Franklyn E. Knight was a past chairman 
of the General Council of Pastors and Elders. 


BISHOP 
MCKINNEY VISITS 
THE CARIBBEAN 


Witnessed by Gordon McKinney 


On Bishop McKinney’s January trip to Trinidad 
and Tobago, he witnessed the spirit of God doing 
great things at Greater Malabar Christian Center. 

Greater Malabar, pastored by Dr. Herb Griffith 
was the occasion of the “Third Annual Believers 
Convention”. 

Dr. Griffith and his wife Terrie welcomed 
Bishop McKinney at the 400 member church as 
guest speaker. As Bishop McKinney dealt with 
the theme, “It’s a Family Affair’, he expounded on 
the kingdom of God. 


66N othing more valuable than 
citizenship in the kingdom. 99 


During Bishop McKinney’s speech he said, 
“There is nothing more valuable than citizenship 
in the kingdom, there is nothing more important 
than your relationship with the king. You know, 
every now and then, I get a letter from the gover- 
nor or president. Every now and then, I visit the 
White House and State House in Sacramento. 
Every now and then, I have a chance to talk to the 
president about mutual concerns, but even so, I do 
not have a chance to call his office every morning. 
If I did that, the Secret Service, FBI, and CIA 
would be tapping my phone. I would probably be 
put in jail, but thanks be to God, as a citizen of the 
kingdom of God, I can call him every morning and 
nobody will interfere with my message. I do not 
have to worry about the FBI or CIA because have 
access to the king”. 

Greater Malabar, also is celebrating its seventh 
anniversary. The yellow tent that St. Stephen’s 
used after the fire is presently facilitating that 
growing church. 


NATIONAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CONVENTION 
NATIONAL 
BIBLE BOWL 
COMPETITION 


National Bible Bowl Competition 
Atlanta, Georgia 
July 26-31, 1993 


This year the Bible Bowl will cover Church 
Doctrine. nformation may be obtained from 
Understanding Church Doctrine Book, the 
December 1990-February 1991 Y.P.W.W. 
Quarterly, Church History, the December 1986- 
February 1987 Y.P.W.W. Quarterly, and the books 
of Matthews. There will be a junior team for the 
Bible Bowl. 

Also, during the National Sunday School 
Convention the following ministries will be avail- 
able: National Spelling Bee Competition, 
Oratorical Competition, Math/Computer 
Competition, Drama Workshop, COGIC Young 
Ladies Workshop, COGIC Gentlemen’s 
Workshop, Miss Sunday School Pageant, Youth 
Talent Hour, and Preacher’s Children Workshop. 
The topics for the Oratorical Competition are as 
follows: 

1) If the power were placed in your hands, how 
would you address our health care dilemma 
here in America? 

2) Discuss methods and techniques that our 
Sunday School Department can use to enable 
our youth to be whole persons-Mind, Body 
and Spirit? 

3) Share with us the origin of gangs and strate- 
gy for preventive measures for our youth. 


For further information on each specific min- 
istry you may contact the following persons: 
Bible Bowl Oratorica Spelling Bee 


Mrs. Helen Givens Mrs. Vanessa Gatlin Ms.Sandra Smith 
28112 Rosewood 229 Diamond Drive 14922 S. Wood 


Inkster, MI 48141 Lafayette, LA 70501 — Harvey, IL 60426 

(313) 277-0402 (318) 237-5327 (708) 339-7472 
COGIC Young 

Math/Computer Drama Workshop Women’s Workshop 


Elder Samson Dyson Ms. Brenda Riveete Mrs. Dorothy Lee 
3134 San Angelo Way 8501 E.56th Terrace 352 E.Eldridge 
Union City, CA 94587 Kansas CityMO 64129 Flint,MI 48505 
(510)487-4829 (816)356-4235 (313)785-2480 


COGIC Gentlemen 

Workshop Preachers Children 

Elder Michael Buddy — Mrs. Lonelle King 

10420 S. Forest Ave. 3310 Warrenville Center Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60628 Shaker Hgt, OH 44122 
(312) 264-9124 (216) 921-1455 


* A list of the spelling words will be sent upon 
request. 


SCHOLASTIC MINISTRIES COMPETITION 


ENTRY FORM 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Telephone 


Jurisdiction Name 


Jurisdiction Bishop 


Ministry you wish to participate in 


Team Name 


Team Leader 


Team Leader may be contacted at 


(Convention Hotel Residence) 


STATE OF 
NEBRASKA'S 
GOVERNORS 
RECOGNITION 
AWARD 


On February 27, 1993, Bishop Vernon 
Richardson prelate of Nebraska and Elder Elijah 
L. Hill received the Governor’s Recognition 
Award, from Governor E. Benjamin Nelson. The 
award was presented to Bishop Vernon 
Richardson for his willingness and insight to 
appoint a historian to establish the rich Nebraskan 
history of the Church Of God In Christ. Elder 
Elijah L. Hill, was sighted for his civic achieve- 
ment towards the renaissance and preservation of 
Mother Lizzie Robinson’s history in the state of 
Nebraska. The night of the occasion, Governor E. 
Benjamin had someone to read a personalized let- 
ter to Elder Hill, stating that, “This effort speaks 
well of your dedication to both the State and the 
Church and you are most deserving of this award”. 
The International Chairman of the General 
Assembly, Dr. Frank Ellis, was present at the occa- 
sion to see the awards presented at the Red Lion 
Hotel, Ball Room, in Omaha, NE. 

Elder Elijah L. Hill has also appeared before the 
State of Nebraska’s Historical Society, on January 
8, 1993, in Lincoln, NE., accompanied by Lynn 
Meyer of the City of Omaha’s City planning 
department. Lynn Meyer is the City of Omaha’s 
Historic Preservation Administrator, who support- 
ed Elder Hill’s nomination of Ida Baker’s former 
home that is seventy nine years old. Elder Hill 
made a fifteen minutes slide presentation to the 
Historical Society’s Board, then they voted unani- 
mously to nominate the last home that was signif- 
icant in association with the First General Mother 
Lizzie Robinson, a historic site. Mother 
Robinson’s former residence was condemned in 
1975. Elder Robert Alexander presently lives in 
Ida Baker’s house, who is her foster son. He states 
that many of the old pioneers would come through, 
and visit during the time that Mother Lizzie 
Robinson was alive because of her national posi- 
tion as general mother. During Bishop C. H. 
Mason’s travels through other states in the 
Midwest, he stopped through to personally talk 
with Mother Lizzie Robinson. 


BISHOP 
NAMED TO 
COMMITTEE 


Bishop Nathaniel Wells 


Michigan’s two senators, Donald Riegle and 
Carl Levin, announced the formation of a commit- 
tee to make recommendations to fill the vacant U. 
S. Attorney’s position. The position in the Western 


Mother Robinson’s actual home was smaller 
than Ida’s home, commonly referred to as the “big 
house’. Bishop C.H. Mason would stay at Ida 
Bakers home and many other of the old pioneers 
like: Mother Lillian Brooks Coffey. 

Bishop Mason preached the funeral of Mother 
Lizzie Robinson, since she died while at the 
Memphis Convocation. Mother Dollie M. 
Matthews, the third state mother of Connecticut 


Pictured left to right: Bishop Vernon Richardson, 
Governor Nelson and Elder Elijah L. Hill. 


presented the last gift from the national women’s 
department. She presented to Mother Robinson a 
beautiful white satin, princess style dress with 
pretty pearl buttons down the front. At Mother 
Robinson’s last annual national women’s day in 
Memphis, Tenn., Mother wore her dress. Her 
daughter, Ida Baker, “big sister” she was called, 
laid her to rest in it. Mother Lillian Brooks Coffey 
made sure that everything was in order in finaliz- 
ing her burial in Omaha, she purchased a beautiful 
granite head stone that reads “Mother Lizzie 
Robinson the First General Supervisor of the 
Women’s Department of the Church Of God In 
Christ”, at Mt. Hope Cemetery in Omaha, NE. 

“The Lifted Banner’, a newsletter established 
in 1944 by the National Women’s Department, 
was printed and circulated out of Mother 
Robinson’s former home. The newsletter contin- 
ued for over thirty or more years before it went out 
of print. We thank Mother Robinson for her untir- 
ing love for the growth of the international organi- 
zation. Before Mother Robinson died, she had the 
neon sign at International Headquarters nstalled in 
1945. Mother Mattie McGlothen had the replica 
of the Omaha street sign, named after Mother 
Lizzie Robinson, presented during Women’s Day 
in the 85th Holy Convocation. Mother Mattie 
McGlothen is one of the last original state mothers 
who was appointed by the Late First General 
Mother Lizzie Robinson. 

We thank God for the legacy of the Church Of 
God In Christ that has been shared with us. 


Reporter 
Elder Elijah L. Hill 
A Way Out Of No Way COGIC 


District of Michigan is a choice position and a 
direct presidential appointment. Named to this 
committee was Bishop Nathaniel Wells of the 
Church Of God In Christ. Bishop Wells is the 
prelate of the Western Michigan Jurisdiction and a 
member of the Judiciary Board of the Church. 

The committee will recommend three names 
and the senators will conduct personal interviews. 
The committee will complete its work within 60 
days of its first meeting. Their work will help the 
president narrow the field down to the most quali- 
fied candidates. Mr. Clinton will make the final 
choice. 


REVIVAL COMES 
TO CAMDEN 


An old time revival 
was conducted at the 
New Calvary Church 
Of God: In Christ. 
Located at 325 Center 
Street in Camden, 
Arkansas, where Sup- 
erintendent Wallace 
Johnson is pastor, the 
entire community was 
stirred to witness God 
moving among his 

a people. ) lhe Blder 
Cleophas Hall, Sr. of Indianapolis, Indiana, other- 
wise known as the “Church Doctor” served as 
evangelist. It was a revival meeting unlike any this 
community has witnessed for years. 

Services were conducted daily from 12:00 noon 
until 2:00 P.M. The attendance was approximately 
fifty to sixty daily and 500 nightly at 7:30 p.m. 
Some of the topics Elder Hall spoke on were 
“Staying With The Traditions of the Church, Soul 
Winning, Faithfulness, Why Go To Hell? and 
Faith And The Laying on of Hands”. 

This message on faith proved to yield miracu- 
lous results. On Thursday night, Sister Katin 
Martin, a member of a sister church came to ser- 
vice using a walker for support. But then, she 
heard the word of faith and left that service walk- 
ing without the walker. She returned Friday night 
without the walker shouting the victory. Deacon 
Richard Finks, a member of New Calvary was 
having problems with his heart, possibly having 
had a heart attack. He also came for prayer and the 
laying on of hands. Deacon Finks reported that he 
felt hot sensations all over his body. On Friday, he 
was admitted to the hospital for observations and 
test. The attending doctors reported the results of 
the tests were negative. He returned home on 
Saturday also praising the Lord and believing God 
for the great work of healing in his life. 

Pastor Johnson stated that all the events of the 
revival were n the tradition of old time holiness. It 
was like Bishop C. H. Mason was conducting. He 
indicated the revival will long be remembered in 
Camden and the record attendance of 500 nightly 
will be something to shout about. The pastor will 
be praying that God will continue this out pouring 
of the spirit in Camden. 


CHURCH OF GOD 
IN CHRIST 
SOUVENIR 
JOURNAL OFFICE 


Greetings, 

THE 1993 CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
NATIONAL SOUVENIR OURNAL will be pub- 
lished once again in November. 

As Editor-in-Chief, I am asking you to use this 
journal to promote your district, your jurisdiction 
and/or your local church(es). Photographs must 
be in black and white and “bust pictures” that are 
formally posed are preferable. The number of 
pages you purchase is not limited; however, only 
five photos are permitted per page. 


a) 


PROMOTION PRICES 
OATS [ORI S.e e  rr $100.00 
One talinG@l/2 Page... es. ihicssectesne ss $ 50.00 
One-fourth:(/4) Page 75.0...72.c..-....: Sere: $ 35.00 


The articles for the Journal should be typewrit- 
ten and should be mailed by July 31, 1993 
(ALONG WITH YOUR CHECK, MONEY 
ORDER OR CASHIER’S CHECK) to: 

Church Of God In Christ, Inc. COGIC National 
Souvenir Journal Attention: Bishop H. E. Quillen, 
Jr. 272 South Main Street Memphis, TN 38103 

Thank you for your continuing support to the 
National Souvenir Journal. If you need further 
assistance, please contact me at 1913 Lasley 
Street, Bogalusa, LA 70427 or you may call me at 
(504) 735-5752. 


Yours for the Master, 
Howard E. Quillen, Jr., 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


A GIFT TO OUR 
CHILDREN 


By 


Elder Stanley G. Meeks 
Northern California First Jurisdiction 


What is the greatest gift that a parent could give 
to their children? What is that one endearing gift 
that their child will be a complete success? 
Human nature has a tendency to measure success 
by the amount of money that one can make or how 
good of an education that one can obtain. All lov- 
ing parents desire the very best for their children. 
So often parents give their children a good educa- 
tion, maybe an automobile, various types of mate- 
rial goods, and maybe a large sum of money so that 
they may get a good start in life. The love that a 
true parent has for their child will cause them to go 
the “extra mile” or even work an extra job in pro- 
viding the child with its needs and desires. True 
love has no limits nor boundaries but it is ever 
endearing and it continually prefers others over 
self. 

Even though it may seem elementary, every 
God fearing parent should examine what they give 


66Eyery parent should 
“shout it from the highest 
peak” that if their child is to 
be successful and saved from 
their sins that child must 
absolutely and positively 
begin with the Lord.9? 


to their children for a lasting inheritance. To often 
the tendency is to take our eyes off of the Lord and 
begin to dwell and even yearn for the material side 
of life. A parent would make a terrible mistake to 
not believe that this world has something to offer 
our youth. Yes, those that are saved and love the 
Lord know that the world’s goods are only tempo- 
ral. But, every parent should “shout it from the 
highest peak” that if their child is to be successful 
and saved from their sins that child must absolute- 
ly and positively begin with the Lord. When par- 
ents speak to their children about the Lord they 
need to impart to them with all love, compassion, 
and understanding how God will fulfil their every 
need, naturally and spiritually. “Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock and it 
shall be opened unto you: For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and 
to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” (Matthew 
7:7,8). God’s Word is plain, uncomplicated, and to 
the point... it is truth that will bless our children for 
a lifetime. 

The Lord commanded the Hebrew children 
when they were leaving Egypt that they were never 
to forget him and keep his ordinances forever. On 
several occasions after the Hebrew children left 
Egypt, God conveyed the same message to his 
people by his servants Moses and Joshua. Every 
Hebrew parent and child in the Old Testament was 
to rehearse and keep the Lords ordinances and the 
parent was to instill God’s law into their children’s 
mind. “And it shall come to pass, when your chil- 
dren shall say unto you, what mean ye by this ser- 
vice?... t is the sacrifice of the Lord’s passover, 
who passed over the houses of the children of 
Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and 
delivered our houses...” (Ex. 12:26,27). The Lord’s 
message is plain and he has no respect of person. 
His word stands true for the members of the body 
of Christ. When we forever serve the Lord and 
speak to the Heavenly Father daily, these truths 
will never leave us. “...The Lord s with you, while 
ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be 
found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will for- 
sake.” (2 Chronicles 14:2) 


uz 


COUNTRY SINGER 
TO PERFORM AT 
CONVENTION 


Dr Gennie Ruth Cheatham-Chandler 


Germantown, TN., resident, Dr. Gennie Ruth 
Cheatham- Chandler, will be a featured artist at the 
“Women’s International Convention’, Nashville 
Convention Center, Nashville, Tennessee - May 
25-30, 1993. The “Women’s International 
Convention” is a part of the Women’s International 
Department of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 

Gennie Ruth is a native of Shelby County and a 
graduate of Shelby County Schools. Dr. Chandler 
holds the Doctor of Education degree and is an 
Assistant Professor, University Supervisor and is a 
Professional Gospel Country Singer. 

Performing country vocal solo since age 3, Dr. 
Chandler has also formally studied piano, organ 
and music theory since age 5. Later, Gennie Ruth 
earned a Bachelors degree with a major in ele- 
mentary education and music education at Illinois 
Benedictine College (St. Procopius) Lisle, Illinois, 
and a Masters in Music Education from Jackson 
State University (piano, theory, clarinet). She was 
an honor student, scholarship recipient and winner 
of numerous academic and music awards. She 
professionally performs throughout the Mid- 
South and spends a great deal of volunteer time 
working with youth. 


YOU'RE INVITED 
TO BERMUDA 


The annual Holy Convocation of the Church Of 
God In Christ in Bermuda will be conducted June 
6-10, 1993. The fine saints of this island nation 
invites those who would to attend. The convoca- 
tion will be held in Hamilton, Bermuda at the St. 
Paul Centennial Hall. 

The officials of the jurisdiction seek to enlist the 
help of those saints who can help make the convo- 
cation a success. This is a mission field that is rich 
in potential. Needed are musicians, prayer war- 
riors and song leaders. Many saints attend at their 
own expense and help keep the mission work 
alive. Possibly, if you can’t go but desire to help 
sponsor a musician, prayer warrior or song leader, 
it would be much appreci Mother Anna B. 
Ford is the supervisor nd Bishop C. L. 
Moody serves as pre 


Mission, 272 S. Main 
38103. 


SOUTHERN 


CALIFORNIA HOST 
TENTH ANNUAL 
BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL 
WOMEN'S 
CONFERENCE 


National City, California, March 25-27, 1993 
the women of Southern California came together 
and celebrated their personalities associated with 
business and professionalism. Sister Lily Cole, 
chairperson and Barbara McCoo Lewis, 
Jurisdictional Supervisor of the Southern 
California Jurisdiction hosted the women. The 
theme for the gathering was “All Things Shall Be 
Accomplished Through Christ, And We Shall 
Have Great Success”. 

The women enjoyed a group of speakers who 
made the goals of religious women and the goals 
of professionalism vital in today’s scheme of 
things. The encouragement brought by the words 
of Missionary Mazie Sconiers, Evangelist Tina 
Smith and special guest, Mrs. Frances Miller were 
well received. Mrs. Miller was invited to attend, as 
she proudly serves the national organization as the 
secretary of the Business and Professional 
Women’s Federation Church Of God In Christ. 
She serves with Mother Victoria Barnes, National 
President of the Federation. 

The conference was more than a jurisdictional 
event. Ladies from all around the Southern 
California area attended. This impressed Mrs. 
Miller, who heads the Memphis chapter of the 
group. In Memphis the chapter is a interdenomi- 
national, interracial and city wide organization. 
The saints in California have the right mixture to 
be a massive and universal group as well. 

Other speakers who graced the conference with 
their presence were Margie Glass, Mary Snow, 
Dolores Cross, Marjorie Hammons, Sandra Jones 
and Ouida F. Mitchell. General Board member, 
Bishop Charles Blakes is the prelate of the urisdic- 
tion which sponsored the conference. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Continued from page | 


agenda were the General Board’s Report, the 
Housing Report by Elder Elmer Hunter, the 
Commission on Standards and Extensions, Elder 
Aubrey Baker, Resolutions Committee, Elder 
Talbert Swan, Constitution Committee, Elder 
Solomon Williams, Trustee Board Report, Bishop 
Roger Jones, Budget Review Committee Report, 
Elder Mack Ritter, Registration Review 
Committee, Elder Emanuel Newton, Judiciary 
Board Report, Bishop T. L. Westbrook. 

As Chairman Ellis began to conduct the busi- 
ness of the assembly, he commented about the 
enthusiasm and progress that Presiding Bishop 
Ford has exemplified while accomplishing our 
building and renovation programs. He stated, 
“Everything Bishop Ford is doing, the Lord is 
allowing to turn gold”. The chairman asked the 
delegation to give Presiding Bishop Ford a great 
ovation. Dr. Ellis proved he is an honest and com- 
passionate man when he remembered an injustice 
done a former general board member, Bishop 
Samuel Green. It seemed that Bishop Green was 
elected to the general board November of 1988 
and was installed April of 1989. Upon the loss of 
his seat during the last election, the bishop was 
removed from his seat early, and this meant 
Bishop Green was denied three months of his 
term. The chairman vowed this would not happen 
again and formerly apologized before the house. 
“The electors are responsible for installation”, 
stated the chairman. Bishop Green was gracious 
in his acceptance and made it clear that service to 
the Church was his joy. 

The business started with a report from the 
General Board of Bishops. Bishop J. N. Haynes, 
secretary to the board presented his report and also 
called upon Mrs. Sylvia Law, CFO and the Elder 
A.Z. Hall, Jr., COO, to complete the activities of 
the board. Mrs. Law and Bishop Samuel Lowe, 
treasurer, indicated that $5,102,666.00 in expendi- 


tures were made up to December 31, 1992. 
Continued on page 7 


ASSEMBLY 
| EVENTS 


ok... 
PO PPEPT Fate eee g te 
sere P estes ease 
PPPS ERPS ESTP EEG MOORE LET 
PEPPERS EP EP Se FPO POS Say 


Chairman Frank Ellis and Presiding Bishop Ford 
greet Congressman Harold Ford. 


The scribes kept the record, Elder J. Williams, Bishop 
Moore, Bishop W. W. Hamilton and Supervisor Mary 
Ellen Meredith recorded the great and small. 


Presiding Bish p Louis H. Ford enli ghtens the 
General Assembly 


assembly. 


CFO, Mrs. Sylvia Law, Treasurer, Bishop Samuel 
Lowe read committee report. Listening are senior 
prelates, Bishops Freeman and Gordon. 


General Board member, 
Bishop G.E. Patterson 
leads the assembly in 
prayer. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Continued from page 5 


Among the figures were $546,000.00 in land pur- 
chases, $262,203.00 was expended in Mason 
Temple renovations, $611,123.00 was spent at the 
Headquarters building, Saint Heaven renovations, 
etc. cost $275,296.00 and the emergency shelter’s 
renovations cost $755,197.00. The multi-purpose 
building and Saints College renovation cost 
$2,000,000.00. There were other amounts obvi- 
ously not mentioned that are notable projects and 
the official record reflects them. Elder A.Z. Hall 
made it clear that all money was spent in an appro- 
priate manner, and that progress is being made in 
all fronts. The Presiding Bishop himself stood and 
affirmed the prudent method in which the projects 
were being monitored. “I have not been foolish 
with your money and I have moved for the interest 
of unborn generations”, stated Bishop Ford. 
Some major pieces of legislation were read 
before the assembly, including the committee on 
job descriptions and remunerations. Elder David 
Screven and the committee completed a arduous 
task when they read the job descriptions for the 
offices of general secretary, trustee board member, 
treasurer and financial secretary. All the descrip- 


667 have not been foolish 
with your money and I have 
moved for the interest of 
unborn generations. >? 


tions passed with a minimum of debate. Dr. Ellis 
informed the committee to continue working on 
the next set of job descriptions; those being gener- 
al board members, presiding bishop, and first and 
second assistant presiding bishops positions. Dr. 
Ellis asked the secretary of the General Board of 
Bishops, Bishop J. N. Haynes to prepare a guide- 
line for shaping an appropriate job description. 
The committee was informed to report back dur- 
ing the April 1994 Call Meeting. The remunera- 
tion reports was not presented. Salary increases 
across the board were granted and those amounts 
were reflected in the current budget. 

Another interesting and welcomed piece of 
material was the presentation of the judiciary 
code. This code defined the proper function and 
operation of the judiciary board. Vice-Chief 
Justice Cornelius F. Range read the greater portion 
of the document. It was impressive and the board 
declared they were ready to begin work. The del- 
egation gladly received the document. The com- 
mittee on extensions reported and the following 
jurisdictions were presented for approval, 
California Western, Elder Jesse Dickens, prelate, 
California South Evangelistic, Elder F. G. 
Goodman, prelate, California South No. 3, Bishop 
Nathaniel Jones, Jr. prelate. Later the entire 
assembly heard from Presiding Bishop Ford in 
conjunction with the committee as they reconsid- 
ered the petition of Elder D. L. Smith, and made 
him prelate of Texas Lone Star Jurisdiction. 
Others being granted jurisdictional supervision 
were Elder J. P. Lee, Eastern New York No. 4 and 
Elder C. L. Bryant, Texas South East No. 3. 

In other business, the registration review com- 
mittee’s work was adopted. Superintendent E. 
Newton is chairman of that committee. The work 
of the committee on constitution was placed on the 
table until a later date. Amendment for Recall of 
Nationally Elected Officers and Resolution 104- 
89, concerning the election and tenure of jurisdic- 
tional bishops, etc., were sent back for further 
study. A committee studying the ordination of 
women as elders was initiated, Bishop G.D. 
McKinney is chairman. 

The only other matter of business was the rais- 
ing of the national reports. A record amount was 
raised for national church ministries. A figure of 
over 3 million dollars was announced. In the next 
edition of the newspaper an official accounting 
will be presented. 


A TRIBUTE TOA 
FATHER 


BY 
MINISTER P. DANIELS JEFFERSON 


Superintendent Perless Jefferson is the pastor of 
the Rehoboth Church Of God In Christ in Vallejo, 
California. He also serves as 1st Administrative 
Assistant to Bishop B.R. Stewart, jurisdictional 
prelate of Northern California Ist Jurisdiction. 
Elder Jefferson was born April 9, 1911 in Bluff 
City, Arkansas to the late Mrs. Veney Sarah Ann 
Bozeman. In his early life God had his hand on 
young Perless. When he was nine years old a 
Baptist preacher told him “son you are going to be 
a preacher one day”’. 

It wasn’t until April of 1939 in Pinnacle 
Arkansas that Elder Jefferson accepted the Lord 
Jesus and was filled with the Holy Ghost, under 
the leadership of Elder Archie Jones. Times were 
tough and the depression was on the incline. Elder 
Jefferson, his wife and two children had to con- 
stantly move wherever there was employment. 

In 1941, Elder Jefferson and his family moved 
to Little Rock, Arkansas. This man of God prayed 
and sought the Lord that he and his family would 
find a real spirit filled church. One day he found 
that church. The young pastor was Elder J. A. 
Blake, later to become Bishop J. A. Blake, gener- 
al board member. Under the leadership of Elder 
Blake, Elder Jefferson became the teacher for the 
men’s class of the Sunday School. He became 
more knowledgeable of the Church Of God In 
Christ and the Lord. 


PORTRAIT OF A 
CHAMPION 
BISHOP W. K. 
GORDON, SR. 


Just what is a champion? Normally, when one 
hears the word “Champion”, one thinks of great 
sport figures such as Joe Louis, Jersey Joe Walcott, 
Sugar Ray Robinson, Sugar Ray Leonard, Joe 
Frazier, Floyd Patterson, Mohammed Ali, etc., but 
the champion that I am speaking of is a church- 
man, a giant in the religious world, a true champi- 
on, a living legend in this grand old Church Of 
God In Christ. Below is a portrait of this great 
champion: 

“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; 
and before thou cameth forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a Prophet unto 
all nations.” (Jer. 1:5) 

These words were spoken of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, it seems that these words were destined 
for Bishop W. K. Gordon, Sr., for truly he is a lead- 
er born of God. 

Our champion was born on August 6, 1909 and 
was raised by his mother without the aid of a 
father. He met his father for the first time in 
Houston, TX., at that time, Bishop was married 
and had four children. 

As a young man, our champion purchased 12 
acres of land for the sum of $552.00. He paid 
$300.00 down and the balance of $252.00 in 12 
months. This land today is valued at $8000.00 per 
acre and it has never been mortgaged. 


World War II broke out and in 1943, Elder 
Jefferson left Arkansas to work at the Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, California. He arrived 
in Vallejo by train with only six dollars in his pock- 
et. After he was settled he sent for his family. 

Elder Jefferson helped to work out the second 
COGIC church in Vallejo under Elder Cornelius 
from 1943-1949. He then helped Elder Robert 
Brooks until the Lord called him to the ministry in 
1949. It wasn’t until 1953 that he began to pastor. 

Elder Jefferson’s first church was at the 
Recreation Center in Benicia, California. Many 
were saved and filled with the Holy Ghost. Pastor 
Jefferson went to Benicia with his church because 
some of the older pastors in Vallejo saw the poten- 
tial in this young man on fire for God. But the 
Lord would not let it be so. Due to Jim Crowism 
and White Supremacy, Elder Jefferson led the 
saints back to the city of Vallejo in 1956. 

With the guidance of the spirit in 1958, Elder 
Perless Jefferson, with the help of the Lord pur- 
chased the present location of the Rehoboth 
Church Of God In Christ for $25,000. Rehoboth is 
the Fourth COGIC church in Vallejo. 

In the year of 1933, Elder Jefferson and Ms. Willie 
Mae Walters were united. To this union there were 
three children, Bernel (deceased), Rose and James. 
After the demise of his first wife the Lord gave him 
another wife Ms. Junelda Daniels of Berkeley, 
California. To this union Perless Jr. was born. 

After the demise of Bishop S. L. Ennis, who 
was the first superintendent of what was called the 
Greater Richmond District, now called the Holy 
Ghost District, God saw fit to elevate Pastor 
Jefferson to the office of superintendent in 1974. 

God has proven his call in Superintendent 
Jefferson. Superintendent Jefferson worked dili- 
gently with the Richmond District and in 1985 he 
decided to rename it. The Lord gave him the new 
name “Holy Ghost”. 

The will of the Lord was done on February 23, 
1986, the Lord took Superintendent Jefferson a lit- 
tle higher to the 2nd Administrative Assistant to 
Bishop B. R. Stewart, Jurisdictional Prelate of 
Northern California Ist Jurisdiction. The next 
year he was promoted to Ist Administrative 
Assistant where he continues to serve today. 

The Lord has blessed Superintendent Perless 
Jefferson and is still blessing him right now. He 
has been a father figure to many. He has given the 
saints a rich legacy of Holiness. On April 9, 1993, 
Superintendent was 82 years old. 

“HAPPY 82ND BIRTHDAY FROM YOUR 
SON” 


Bishop W. K. Gordon, Sr. 


On May 22, 1927, at the age of 17, our champi- 
on married a lovely young lady, Alma (Mandy) 
Richardson, who later was affectionately called 
“Kitty” by our champion, “Mama” by her chil- 
dren, and “Ma-Me” by he grands and others. He 
lived happily with “Ma-Me” for 60 years, | month 
and 10 days. This marriage was blessed with 6 
boys and | girl. Our champion was a real man - a 
real provider. His mother was heard to say “that 
boy was grown (was a man) at 6 years of age”. 

Continued on page 8 


PORTRAIT 
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only 2 nights. The rest of the time she stayed home 
with her husband and children. Further indica- 
tions of his stability, is the fact that our champion 
moved only once since his marriage, and that was 
from one house to another on the same property, 
and he has never had a grocery charge account. 


When “MaMe” passed, our champion was 
blessed to marry another lovely wife, Wilene 
Adams, and they have been blessed to live joyful- 
ly together for nearly 5 years. 

Our champion was reared in the Methodist 
Church under the tutelage of the Rev. Sam Ard and 
his wife, Mother Classie Ard. He was later united 
with the Christ Holiness Church under Bishop C. 
P. Jones where Rev. Rob Banks was the Pastor. 

The greatest thing that ever happened to Bishop 
Gordon, was when he attended a revival meeting 
and the Lord saved him. At this time his main job 
was making “bootleg” whiskey. When he went 
home that night and told his mother that he was 
saved, she asked, “what are you going to do about 
our business?” He told her that he was going to 
pour it out. The next morning he poured out 45 gal- 
lons of mash, and threw the still (whiskey making 
apparatus) away. He knows where that still is 
located today, but he never told any of his sons 
where it was located. 

One day while shucking corn, our champion 
found an ear of corn that was shaped like a hand 
and had five fingers on it. He was amazed by this 
and decided to save it until the March meeting so 
he could present it to the Late Bishop C.H. Mason. 
While waiting for the meeting, the Lord put it on 
his heart to begin a prayer meeting in his home and 
community and as a result 96 souls were saved. 
The Lord greatly blessed because our champion 
believed and obeyed God’s voice. The spirit was 
So great and because the crowds would be too large 
to be accommodated, they had to stop announcing 
the place for the next night’s worship service. Our 
big hearted champion then, gave the Church Of 
God In Christ 1/2 acre of land, and as a result, 
Gordon Chapel 1 was built. This building also 
served as Gordon’s Chapel Elementary School for 
many years. 

Our champion had only 2 pastors, Supt. J. S. 
Edwards (1st) and Supt. E. C. Pounds (2nd). If 
they were alive today, they would testify to his 
faithfulness. He never left church until he turned 
the lights out (meaning that he was the last one to 
leave). He never missed a prayer meeting. He did 
not ask for a ministers license, but found his 
license in his vest pocket. Those of you that know 
him, know that he is yet faithful. Most of the time 
he is one of the first to arrive at any scheduled 
church activity. 

Our champion was called to the New Orleans 
Convocation and was ordained on March 15, 
1931. He was then sent to Amite, LA, where a few 
members were located. There, he built the first 
Church Of God In Christ to be located in the town 
of Amite. After building that church, the Lord 
blessed our champion to become a church builder. 
He organized a group of carpenters to work and 


build churches like the Jehovah Witnesses. The 
Lord bless our champion to build 6 churches and 
to remodel 4. When he was sent to Scotlandville, 
LA., there was one (1) lot, with a small church 
building on it. 

Our champion brought another lot, with per- 
sonal funds. Now, a facility worth over 
$300,000.00 stands on this spot. another indica- 
tion of our champions benevolence is the fact that 
he bought 1/2 acre of land for Gordon Chapel 3 
(Arcola, LA); secured a 99 year lease of 2 acres for 
Reimers-Gordon Temple in Natabany, LA., and in 
1992, he gave Gordon Chapel | another 1/2 acre of 
land. 

During his tenure in the ministry, our champion 
has served as a local Sunday School Supt., a 
District Supt., and State Sunday School Supt., 
State Trustee Board member, and has been 
involved with the office of the State Bishop of 
Eastern Louisiana for over 38 years (he assisted 
Bishop S. Lazard for 18 years. Bishop Lazard was 
paralyzed for 9 1/2 of these years). He served as 
bishop out right for 20 years. He currently serves 
as treasurer of the National Board of Bishops and 
serves on the National Renovation Committee in 
Memphis. 

Our champion lives and believes in the “total 
man concept”. He lives by the motto’s of “let 
brotherly love continue”’, and “look not every man 
on his own things, but every man also on the things 
of others”. Following his philosophy, this great 
humanitarian established a dormitory in Baton 
Rouge, LA., that would house 48 young men 
attending Southern University. A majority of these 
young men have become great leaders in the 
church and secular world. To name a few; Dr. 
Roosevelt Steptoe, Past Chancellor of Southern 
University: Bishop James Earl Gordon, Prelate, 
Ist Jurisdiction, ELA.; Bishop H. E. Quillen, Jr., 
Prelate, 3rd Jurisdiction, ELA; Dr. Leslie Mabry, 
Asst Supt. of Schools, Tangipahoe Parish; Rev. 
John Mabry, Pastor and Educator; Dr. Frank H. 
Gordon, State Y.P.W.W. President, Ist 
Jurisdiction, ELA; and numerous others. This 
giant of a man also purchased properties for the 
aged, widowed, and less fortunate saints, without 
charge to them, and he materially and spiritually 
assisted many young ladies that were away from 
home attending Southern University. 

Finally, this great champion has been in the 
Church Of God In Christ for 68 years, he has pas- 
tored 10 churches (1 for some 53 years), he has 
sent 6 children through college and | through high 
school. All of his children are doing well and are 
members of the Church Of God In Christ. 

Above all this the Lord has blessed him to be in 
excellent health. He still has that spring in his step 
and that sparkle in his eye, and he was heard to say 
the other day, “I am glad that the Lord has blessed 
me to live to be 83 years of age and today, I fell like 
Caleb - Give Me My Mountain!!! 

It has been said that one becomes a legend after 
death; likewise their achievements become a leg- 
end. We thank God that this man, Bishop W. K. 
Gordon Sr. has become a living legend. 

A PORTRAIT OF A CHAMPION ! ! 
LONG LIVE CHAMPION GORDON ! ! 
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FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT 


My dears, I am not writing of my experiences or 
of what I have read, but these are the words from 
the bible. May we all as the children of God keep 
ourselves from idols. 

I Corinthians 10:1-13 Moreover brethren, I 
would not that ye should be ignorant how that all 
our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed 
though the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses 
in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the same 
spiritual meat: and did all drink the same spiritual 
drink: for they drank of the spiritual Rock that fol- 
lowed them: and that Rock was Christ. But with 
many of them God was not well pleased: for they 
were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these 
things were our examples, to the intent we should 
not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 
Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as 
it is written, the people sat down to eat and drink, 
and rose up to play. Neither let us commit forni- 
cation, as some of them committed, and fell in one 
day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us 
tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and 
were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as 
some of them also murmured, and were destroyed 
of the destroyer. 

Now all these things happened unto them for 
ensamples: and they were written for our admoni- 
tion, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall. There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as in common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it. Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also 
are compassed about with so great cloud of wit- 
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that’s set before us. 

Because of the coming of apostasy in these days 
which we call the last days: II Timothy 3:1-9 This 
know also, that in the last days Perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedi- 
ent to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce breakers, false accusers, inconti- 
nent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God; having a form of godli- 
ness, but denying the power thereof: from such 
turn away. For of this sort are they which creep 
into houses, and lead captive silly women laden 
with sins, led away with divers lusts, everlearning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. Now as Jan’nes and Jam’bres withstood 
Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of cor- 
rupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. But 
they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall 
manifest unto all men, as theirs also was. 

II Timothy 4:3-5 For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lust shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; and they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do 
the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry. 

II Timothy 2:20-22 But in a great house, there 
are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of 
wood and of earth; and some to honour and some 
to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself 
from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanc- 
tified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared 
unto every good work. Flee also youthful lust: but 
follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with 
them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling and to present you faultless before the pres- 
ence of his glory. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
today, and forever to the only wise God, our 
Savior, be glory and majesty, and dominion and 
power both now and forever, Amen. 


Evangelist Ruth Lee Paden 


